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PROGRAM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER Hopi Hoekstra 
   President of the Chapter 
 
INVOCATION The Reverend Westley Conn 
 
WELCOME Hopi Hoekstra 
 
TEACHING PRIZES Alison Simmons 
 

Ann Blair (History) 
Noam Elkies (Mathematics) 

Nicholas Harkness (Anthropolohgy) 
Katherine Merseth (Graduate School of Education) 

 
HONORARY MEMBERS Logan McCarty 
 

Jeanne Guillemin, Class of 1968 
Amory Lovins, Class of 1968 
Sylvia Poggioli, Class of 1968 
Laura Shapiro, Class of 1968 
Jan Swafford, Class of 1968 

John Weidman, Class of 1968 
Lee Anne Willson, Class of 1968 

Neil Shubin, orator 
Kevin Young, poet 

 
ARTIST’S BENEDICTION 
Text by Phillis Wheatley Noam Elkies 

    (1753–1784) (b. 1966) 
 

The Commencement Choir, conducted by 
Andrew G. Clark, Director of Choral Activities 

 
POEMS Kevin Young 
 selected from Brown 
 

FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES 
[SCHENECTADY]             

Text by Isaac Watts Nehimiah Shumway 
    (1674–1748) (1761–1843) 
 

The Commencement Choir, conducted by 
Edward Elywn Jones 

 Gund University Organist and Choirmaster 
 

ORATION Neil Shubin 
   Learning to See                                
 

ENVOI                                                                Hopi Hoekstra 
 

COLLEGE HYMN  Samuel Gilman A.B.1811 
Fair Harvard! We join in thy jubilee throng, 
 And with blessings surrender thee o’er, 
By these festival rites, from the age that is past 
 To the age that is waiting before. 
O relic and type of our ancestors’ worth, 
 That has long kept their memory warm, 
First flower of their wilderness! Star of their night! 
 Calm rising through change and through storm. 
Farewell! be thy destinies onward and bright! 
 To thy children the lesson still give, 
With freedom to think, and with patience to bear, 
 And for Right ever bravely to live. 
Let not moss-covered Error moor thee at its side, 
 As the world on Truth’s current glides by, 
Be the herald of Light, and the bearer of Love, 
 Till the stars in the firmament die. 

 

BENEDICTION Reverend Conn 
•   •   • 

The Phi Beta Kappa Society was founded in 1776 by five 
students at the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, 
Virginia.  Harvard’s chapter, Alpha of Massachusetts, was 
chartered in 1781 and remains the oldest continuously 
operating chapter.  Radcliffe’s chapter, Iota of Massachusetts, 
was chartered in 1914, and the two chapters merged to form 
Alpha Iota in 1995.  These Literary Exercises have been a 
part of Harvard’s commencement activities since 1782.  


