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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
TERCENTENARY THEATRE 9:45 A.M.

ACADLEMIC PROCESSION Unfersity Band
THE MEETING CALLED TO ORDER Provest of Harvard University

Sberiff of Middlesex Cottnty
ANTHEM-~The Star-Spangled Banner lrsembly
(Text by Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843)
{Musichy John Stafford Smith, 1750-1836)

PRAYTR Chaplain of the Dy
ANTHEM—Doming salvam fac Comnmnencemnent Choir

(Charles Gounod, 13:18-1893) and University Bamd
LATIN SALUTATORY Kabir Kyle Gandhi

Bibliothean et Hortns

(A Library and & Garden)

Dunster [Touse

SENIOR ENGLISH ADDRESS Crenesis Noelia e Los Santos Iragoso
Fust Offthe Orange Line

Eliot Iouse

GRADUATE ENGLISH. ADDRESS Lucila Hanane Takjerad
The Least You Can Do

Hirvard Kennedy School

ANTHEM—I Will Wade Out Commmeniceinont Chofr
(Lext by e.c. cummings, A.B., 1915 1894-1962) and. University Band

{Music by Fraser Weist, AL, 2018; b. 1995)
INTRODUCTION OF CONFERRING OF DEGREES  Provest of Harvard University
CONFERRING OF DEGREES President of Harvard Unfocrsity

Candidates from the Gradoare Scheol of
Arts and Sciences and University Extension

ANTHEM—Psalm 78 (St. Martin's} Cominrencernent Chair
{(William "Tans’ur, 1706-1782) aind University Bawd
CONFERRING OF DEGREES President of Hitrvard University

Candidates from the Graduate and Professional Schools
ANTHEM--This Littde Light of Mine Commzencenent Chuir

% {Arranged by Moses Hog‘m,. 1957-2003) |
{ CONTERRING OF DEGRELES President of Hmvard Unfversity

' Candidates from Flarvard College

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES President of Harvard University
: FIARVARLD HYMIN Assembly
BENEDICTION Pusey Minister in the Memoriad Charch
5; THE MEETING ADJOURNED Sheriff of Middiesex Conmy
% MARCH—Military Fscort Unft:enirj' Buwd

{Flaradd RBennere 18R 00ci)



THE STAR-SPANGILED BANNER

Towt by Franeis Scott Rey, 1814 Muste by Julm 5?;{;5’%1‘:;7 Swrith, ¢ 177

(3, say, can vou see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the m*lhtrht’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stacs; thira” the perilous fighy,
‘(Yer the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly strcaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs hursunﬂ“ in-air,

Gave proof thre’ the night that our flagwas still there.

0, say, does that a_tar—spmgl ed banner yer wave

(Ver the land of the free and the home of the brave?

ITWILI, WADE QUT
Tewt by c.e. cuamamings, ,f‘I,S_,, 15y 18941962 Husic by Eraser FI’?ﬁy‘r, AR 2 S Awos

1 will wade out
~ till my thighs are steeped in buming flowers
I will take the sim in my mouth
and leap inta the ripe « ar
Alive
_ ~with closed eyes
to dash against darkness
in the sleeping curves of my body
Shall enter fingers of smooth mastery
with chasteness of sea-gitls.
Will i coinplete the mystery
of my- flesh
L will rise
After athousand vears
lipping.
fowers L
And'set my teeth in the silver of the moon

‘THIS LITTLE LIGFT OF MINE

Traditiou] Spiritwal divanged by Voses Hugm;_; T3 7-20613

‘This Titde light of mine, P gonnalet it shine.
My God gave it o me, I gonna Jet it shine.
In miy home, Al} over the world, ler it shine,
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Indian College

As part of the Chartér of 1650, the IMarvard Indian College was buile in
1655 close to the site bf the present Matthews IHall for “the Educatien of the
English and Tadian Youth of this Country in Knowledge and Godliness.”
Constructed with finuncial. :,upport from the Society for the Propagduon of
the Gospel in.New England, it was Flarvard’s first brick building, and it is
there that Harvard kept North America’s Hirst printing press, 4nd the mis-
sionaty John Eliot translated and produced the first translation of the Bible
iritg the Algonquin language.

Althoigh the early succéss of the original Indian College ended in 1675
die to King Philips War, and the physieal Indian College was demolished by
‘1698, two outstanding sons of Wampanoag Indian tribal leaders and mem-
hers oi the Class of 1665 — Caleéb Gheeshahteaurnuck and his classmate Joel
Tacoombs, who died before graduating and in 2011 was awarded a depree
posthumously - excelled in academics, including in English, Greek, Iebrew,
and Latin. In. 1997, a commemorative: plaquc. was attached to the exterior UF
Matthews I1all, parually inscribed: “Here American Indian and English sm-
dents lived and studied in accordance with the 1650 Charter of Harvard
College Lalhng for the education of the English and Indian youth of this
u)untl'v '

Archacologu_qi excavations in Ilarvard Yard, initiated in 2005 by the
Peabody. Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology and the Harvard
University Native American Program to celebrate the 350th anniversary of
the Indian College, have been carried out every two years in the Archacclogy
of Harvird Yard course, and continue to yield architectural clues and traces

of the Indian College:

Avcadentic Procession

The Commencement procession is formed in four divisions. Each meets in
a prescribed area where, as President Conane noted, they happily “wander
about, greeting friends and discbeying instructions” before starting on the
walk into Tcrcent{.ndry Theatre. As the processors pass by the west front of-
Univessity Hall they doff their hats to Daniel Chester French’s imaginative
statue of John Hlarvard — “imsginative” since there is no image extant of John
Haivard and French’ statiie is sculpted from an undergraduate model; John
Harvard wasn't ‘Founder’ but rather the Collegek first benefactor, and the
date ‘of the College’s founding is 1636, not 1638. Candidates for advanced
degrees from the far-flung graduate and’ professional schools gather in three
divisions in Sever Quadrangle — unitil 1946 the site of the Commencement
Exercises — for their march into the Theatre, having tinged the roads of
Cambridge with ¢olor as they approached. The -graduating ¢lass of seniors,
the alumni/ag, and the President’s Division emerge from lively confusion to
find their places. in the OId Yard as the Harvard University Band plays the
familiar college songs.

The President’ Division consists of séveral sections, the first led by the.

Sheriffs of Middlesex and Sutfolk counties. The president follows immedi-
ately behind , wearing a black front-buttaned cassock under a heavy full gown
Cmbrmdered at ¢ollar-and cuffs, which-is derived from seventeerth century

Puritan clerical dress and is the only such.presidential regalia worn in this
country today.

lhe Shen&s of Middlesex and Suffolk counties escort the president and
the presidents emeriti, if present, and is followed by the other members of the
Corporation, the provost, and members of the Board of Overseers. If in
attendance, the Governor of the Commonwealth, who undl 1865 served as

‘president of the Board of Overseers, follows the governing boards: Next in

procession are the Licutenant Governor, the Mayor -of Bostun, and the
Mayor of Cambridge. Behind them march the candidates for honorary

degrees, cach awended by a F&culty escort.

‘Then come the deans and vice presidents, followed by the dignitaries,

'mdudinq ministers from the original Six Towns of the Bay Colony, other

invited clergy, officials of the Commonwealth-or nation, the Phi Beta Kappa,

Poctand Orator, former recipients of hnnorary tlL.L‘,"I cos; and invited guests.

The Faculty section of the President’s Division is made up of faculty deans,
pmfessors gmeriti, University Pr oh.xsors, professors, associate pmfus‘;ms_
and assistant professors. "This. section i immensely colorful because of the
rich and varied display of academic gowns and hoods. The:color, length, and

'shapc of each academic-hood represent a particalar institution and the sub-

ject in -which the. degree was awarded. Tarvard’s pracdee is unique in that
four types of gowns are used: black for both Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Arts degree candidates, black for professional advanced degrees such as-in
Business and in Law, and crimson for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy:
Hoods. algmfymg Harvard degrees are black with crimson silk linings, differ-
ing only in length for. master and doctoral candidates. Emibroidered crow’s
fect on the lapels of their gowns are colored according to the facultes they

represent, with white for the Faculty of Arts-and Sciences, and the Extension
School; dark blue for Doctor of Philosoply; deal or khaki for Business; lilac

for Dcntal Medicine; brown for Design; scarlet for Divinity; Jight blue for

.]*dumtlon, peacock blue- for Government: purple for L,dw green for

Medicine; salmon pirik for Public Health, and prange-gold for Lngmu.rmg
and Applied Sciences. Crow'’s fecr are double for earned degrees, triple for
honorary:

The President’s Division takes its place on the plattorm built for the ocea-
sion on the south porch of the Memorial Church. The ptuldcm sits in the
center in a Jacobean chair used at Harvard Commencements sinee the time
of President Holyoke in the eighteenth century. The treasurer and fellows
are seated at either side of him. I the center section of the platform are the
hotiorands with their faculty escorts, the members of the Board of Qverseers,
the vice presidents of the bnwumtv, the c]crgv, the deans of the gwduau.
schools, the faculty deans of the undergradua te houses, and specially ihvited
guests. Looking toward the platform, to the far left are one hundred fifty of
the most senior alimni/ae, aid to.the far right are faculty members..

When all participants jun the. academic procgssion are- seated in ‘the
Tetcentenary Theatre; the Provost signals for the ringing of the deep-toned
béll of the Memorial Church: To announce the beginning of the

Commencement, Exercises, on this day the five thousand pound bronze bell

is rung by hand.



J\ffeeru.!g Called to Qider

Thie Provost addresses the Sheriffof Middlesex € -ounty, M. Sheritf, pray
giveus order.” The sheriff, resplendent in silk top hat, rises, moves solemnly
to the frontof the platform and, striking it three times with his silver-tipped
staff, proclaims in a resonant voice, “The meeting will be in order.” The
Chaplain of the Day offers a prayer; anid the President procegds to introduce
the three student speakets of Commencement Parts,

Cominencenrént Parts

The giving of Commencément Parts began early in Flarvard’s history when
candidates chosen by a faculty commitiee for their out‘standmg achievement
spoke ‘Parts’ in Greek, Latm, and Hebrew. This practice continues to the
present, with selected students dﬁhvelmg the Parts at the .opening of the
ccrcmon) In the first, 2 College senior delivers a ‘salutatory,” ar address of
greeting i Latin. A second senior gives an address:in Engh‘;'n, and a profes-
sional degree candidate then presents the third address, also in English. For
all of the Parts, students are chosen in a University-wide competition.

Hearing the Latin in roday’s ceremony reminds us that not onl_\, the public
Parts bur l:he coriferring-of degrees was until 1896 conducted in that lan-
guage. [larvard still uses. the abbreviadons for degrees in the Latin order
rather than in the English, for example: AB., Artinm  Baccalwmrens; AM.,
Artinm Magister; and Ph.D,, Pbilosophiae Dmm;

Conferving of Degrees

The Provost calls'on the deans of the facultes, who present their candi--

dates for degrees to the presidentand governing hoards beginning with the¢
advanced degrees of the Faculty of Arts and Sciénces, The graduate schools
are presented in the order of their date of institution. Each dean addresses

the governing boards with the folfowmg salutation; “Mister Presldent .

[Eellows.of THarvard College, Mr. or Madam President” (here referring to the
current president of the Board of Overseers) “and Members of the Board of
Overscers,” before presenting the candidates, who stand in place while the
president confers theit degrees. The president confers the degrees of
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor. of Scierice last, in recognition of the central
role of undergraduate education in the University. For this conferral the
Class Committee, as representatives of their das*;, and the candidates ior
degrees summa cune lande, are summoned to “draw near” the platform to be
'nrrc.cted by the premdmt, and the class s admitted to “the fellowship of
educated individuals.”

Although the formal conferring of degrees is validated by the president’s
pronouncenient, the College did not- until 1814 give actual dlplonns Before
that, following the modél of the English university, it was considered suffi-
cient that the degreés were recorded when conferred, and for cénturies the
candidates were greeted by the president and given a'symholic book which
they later had:to return. Sinee most studerits wanted somethmg tangible as
ewdr,nu of their intellecrual. accomplishiments, begmnmg in 1645 and
Lonunumg until 1814, they were permitted to prepare théir own diplomas
for signature by the presldent and fellows. For this they paid a fee.

Another practice the founders brought from England was that of 4 mqlstmg,-
that candidates for the degree of Master of Arts would first have received the
Bachelor of Aris. At Ilar\'cu d, the first class to receive-the Bachelor of Arts
was the Class of (642, and since most Bachelors. of Arts at that Gme hoped
to become ministers or teacher s, they went on te study for the Master’s
degree. Residence was not mandatory; but the lapse of three vears, the pay-
ment of a fee, and’ pumfuf md:,pemfent study were required. Lvmtuallv the
last becurme pur ch nominal, and it was lightly obsmved that the only: t_hmg
necessary for a Master’s degree was “five dollars, and three vears out of jail.”
After 1872, -the awar dmcr of the Master of Arts in this I)EI‘FUIIL{‘.O! v fashion,
called “in course,” came to an-end..

The Master. of Arts, up untll 1830, could also he awarded ud ewnden
gradum — o the same degree — to.those who had received o Master’s degree
or its equive alent at a recognized university other than Harvard. A pdrfiilf:l
practice since 1942 is thdt of bestowing an honorary Master’s degree on
professsms who hold no THarvard degree bur whe are appointed to tenured
pasitions in-any Farvard faculey: Fhl.s_ degree, usimlly awarded at the first
faculty meeting each year, adhnits the recipient to the Farvard family,

In the seventeenth and cighteenth centuries, candidates for degrees
expected to be tested academically at Commencement itself, or to perform a
‘publiic act.” Bachelor of Arts’ L‘i!]dldﬂteb prepared theses or topics on which
they could be queried, and candidates for the Master of Arts submitted
questions they were ready to defend. Titles of theses and questions were
printed in advance to be handed out at Commencement, -and visitors often
took the opportunity of Lhallmgmg the candidates on their knowledge.
“louday the term ‘thesis’ applies to the written results of research submitred bv
candidates for the Bachelar of Arts degree with honors in a field, or by

candidates for doctoral degrees. Theses are examined and approved. by

appropriate members of the facalties.

Conferring of Hongrary Degrees

When. the president completes the conferring of earned dLE{itLS he con-
fers. the honorary degrees and gives the diplomas with an appropriate cita-
tion for L:]Lh honorand. The radiden of bestowing. honcmry degrees began
in Furopcan universities in the Middle Ages. In the seventeenth and cigh-
teenth centuries there were few special awards at Harvard other than those
of the Master of Arts ad enndem graduym mentioned earlier, and-it is ques-

tioned whether they were honmar)r or earned, The first true honorary awurd

is generally considered to be the Master. of Arts conferred in 1753 ‘on
Benjamin Franklin, Twenty-three years later, in April 1776, the governing
boards: of Harvard awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws to. General George
Washingtom in grateful appreeiation for his role in forcing the British evac-
vation of Boston.

In certain’ eircuinstances, when a distingunished person whom the-
University wishes 10 honor comes to the Cambridge avea, a special coivoca-

tiom is called in order to greet him or her and confér an honorary-degree.

Examples of this are the dégrees awarded in 1784 to the Marquis de
Latayette; in 1817 to James Monroe; in 1833 o Andrew Jackson; in"1901 to



Prince Henry of Prussia; in 1938 to the Crown Prince of Sweden, Oscar
Fredrick Wilhelm Olaf Gustav Adolf; n 1943 to Winston Spencer
Churchill; in 1998 to Nelsoni Mandela, president -of South Africa; and in
2008 to. Edward Moore Kennedy, Uhited States sendror:

Today the governing boards grant as honorary degrees the Master of Arts
(A.M.yand Doctor of Laws (LL.12.); the Doctorof Science (S.1.), Doctor of
Humarie Létters (LI, Doctor of Literature (Litt.D.), Doctor of Music
(Mug.D.), Doctar of Divinity (D:D.), and Doerer of Arts (Are.D).
Oceasionally someone to whom an honorary dégree is offered declines to
accept. Grover. Cléveland, twice president of the. United States, is said to
have relused dn honorary Doctor of Laws at Flarvard’s two hundred-fiftieth
anniversary in 1886; because he felt that he was not learned enough in law to
deserve the degree,

Sixteen presidents of the United States have received honorary degrees
front Harvard, some before they became president. They include ‘George
Washington, _]Uhn Adams, Ihomqs_]cfh,rqon James Monroe, John Quingy
Adams, Andrew Jackson, Ulysses S, Grant, Ruthuﬂ}rd B. Hayes, Ihmd()rc,
Roosevelt, Floward Tak, Woodrow W ilson, Ierbert Moeover, Franklin D.
Roosevely, Dwight D. 1*.,_15L1_1howu., John F. Kennedy, and Geor, ge Herbert
Walker Bush. '

In 1953, ITelen Keller was the first woman to be awarded an honorary
degree, that of Doctor of Laws. Since then many women have been so
honored.

The University makes an effort to keep the names of the honorands con-
fidential unuil the actwal Commencement ceremony, in the event that a spe-
cific candidate is unable to-attend. Since 1900; honorary degrees have been
given only if the candidate 1 appears in person: rarely has an henorary degree
Deen voted but not conferred, as in the 1945 Master of Arts degree awarded
to World War If war conebpcmdcnt Ernie Pyle; who was killed in action
before Commeneement. Others include the 1946 degrees for Generals
CGreorge Miishall- and Doug]% MacArthur, who. could not be present.
General Marshall came to recéive his degree the following year, and'in 1947
delivered the memoiable speech in which he announced proposals that
became tli¢ Marshall Plan for the reconistruction of post-war Europe.

Conemencenent ay ‘Festival Rites’
In'colonial umes the ceremony, ending.in the late afternoos, was followed

by 4 Commencement dinner with spf.e(,hcs, singing, the consumption of

wine and “phimb-cakes,” and much revelry. Giaduate srudents returning to
receive the Master 6f At degree fejoined old classates, and the evening
was a time for-festive class reunions. Before long Harvards Commencement
became a holiday in all of Cambridge, attracting not only alumni and par-
ents, but everyone in the general populauon who Had soon vealized diat
Commencement prowclt,d a good party. Booths featuring food, drink, and
the . performance of short jIl"IplOIﬂpl‘ll plws were set up on (,.nnbr::dgc
Commion, and Tt was d highlyriotous time since life in New England in those
days offewd lide in the way of public entertainmernt or fun. College and
civic authorides, includinga constable with six men, weré hard-pressed to.

Leep the festivities under control. To this day both the Sheriff of Middlesex

County.and the Sheriff of Suffolk County attend Commencement, the For-
mer opening and closing the ceremony asa pleasant reminder that he, as was
the Marshal-General of the Colony before him; is invited to preserve order.

Xt the Harvard bicentennial in 1836, a formal alumni organization was

Epropohed that in 1840 held its first meeting, By 1869 the traditional pust-

Commencement dinner celebration had mmbmul with ¢hat of the Alwmni

Associadon, and moved o the middle. of the day. Since 1905, uw juncheen

organized in the name. of the. Chief Marshal of the Alumni for
Commenecement, elected by the Tweney-fifth reunion class, is held to enter-
rain the governing boards, honorary degree recipients, -and distinguished
guests. Other alumni/aeand class huncheon ‘spreads’ are located thrc)ucrhout

the Yard. I‘oilowmu a tradition started in 1950, the new graduates retun to

their separate _.houses_ or graduate schools for Juncheons with their families,
where they receive their individual diplomas in smaller, more intimate ceré--

monies. After the lunchesn recess ev eryone is invited to reconvene in the:

Tercentenary Theatre to participate in the Alumini Exercises,

Must _

The musie. of voice and instrunient weaves through the fabric of every
Harvard Commencement from the begimiing of the ceremaony to the end.
Today, as.on so many other Commencement days, stirring music p}avt.d by
the IHarvard University Band decompanies the academic procession into the
Tercentenary Theatré. “The Commencement Choir, composed of stadents

from the Farvard Glee Club, the Raddliffe Choral Society, the Hirvari-
Raddliffe Collegivm Musicum, and members of the Marvard University

Choity offers four antherms r‘lmm(h_, the: program. One of them, a part of
Harvard Commencement sirice Its inception, is a metrical version of Psalm

78 — St. Martiny — set to music-by the eighreenth century psalm tune corii-
postr, William Tans’ur. The Har varel Hymn, composed h\,“}{)hn Knowles
Paine, with Iyries by James Bradstreet (Jru:nnugh, is sung in Latin by the
entire assenibiy after the awardingof the honorary degrees.

Meeting Adjonrned

The Commengernient Exercises conclude when the Pusey Minister pro-
nounees the benedicdon. On a signal given by the Provost, the Sheriff of
Middlesex County once again stamps, hls staff three timnes .md raising his
voice to bie heard above the crowd, declares, “The meeting is adjourned!”
The President’s Division then leaves the platform to depart by, the-center

aisle. When the entre official party has left the stage the Memorial Church

bell vings, the bells of Cambridge peal, and the University Band heralds the
end of the ceremony. Striking a spum.cl march, it keeps step with the throng
of alumni/ae, students and faculty, families .a_nd fricnds moving Lhr()ugh
Tereentenary Theatre and the Old Yard *from,” as The Reverend Samuél
Gilman, Class of 1811, wr ote in Fair Harvard, “the Age that is past, to the
Age t]‘!.lt is waiting before!

~Cvntaia Wisur Rossano



Lawgrence S, Bacow
President of Hurvard University

Avanx M. Ganorr
Provost of Hurverd University

Jowarian Lex Warton
Pusey Minitster in the Memorial Church

Perer |, Kovrovsay
Sheriff of Middlesex Comnty

Rapp: Whstry GARDENSWARTY
Chaplain gf the Day






