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fiscal year 2002, she said, reflects that
“growth in spending often lags growth in
revenue because of the thought process
and consensus-building that goes into
what we should be doing.” That is, the re-
sources provided by the higher endow-
ment distributions and research grants of
recent years naturally produced surpluses,
which then are deployed into new faculty

appointments, expanded facilities, and so
on—a very gradual process Berman
knows first-hand from her former perch
as the fiscal director for FAS.

Now that distributions from the en-
dowment will rise only a percent or two
for the foreseeable future, Berman said,
“We’d like to be able to live within our
means without going through a period of

painful cutbacks” like those being en-
dured at other research universities. “The
community’s quite aware of the general
economic climate.” 

The provost’s new budget process
figures significantly in helping Harvard
to adapt to more straitened circumstan-
ces without “pain,” Berman said. The
process, she explained, in e≠ect asks each

J O H N  H A R VA R D ’ S  J O U R N A L

The ranks of University Professors—Harvard’s supreme
academic appointment—have changed significantly with the el-
evation of two faculty members to the position, and the an-
nouncement that a third will return to Cambridge to take up
the chair he relinquished in 1998. University Professors are rec-
ognized for their wide-ranging and pioneering scholarship,
often crossing disciplinary boundaries, and are encouraged to

pursue their work by engaging
with fellow faculty members
and students across Harvard’s
schools. As a measure of their
distinction, there are but 21
University Professorships in 
all (three of them currently 
vacant).

Dale W. Jorgenson, Ph.D. ’59,
formerly Abbe professor of
economics, is the first Morris
University Professor, occupying
a chair named for Samuel W.
Morris ’40. Jorgenson—who in
1971 won the American Eco-
nomic Association’s John Bates
Clark Medal as the profession’s
most distinguished young
economist—is widely known
for bridging theory and prac-
tice. For example, he has ex-

amined determinants of investment spending and has done
leading work on the role of technology in economic growth,
the subject of his most recent book, Economic Growth in the In-
formation Age. (His research on global warming and the devel-
opment of China was reported in “The Great Global Experi-
ment,” November-December 2002, page 34.) Besides chairing
the department of economics in the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences (FAS) from 1994 to 1997, Jorgenson has
directed the Kennedy School of Government’s Pro-
gram on Technology and Ecnomic Policy since 1984.
The new professorship was funded by Morris’s daugh-
ter, Barbara Morris Caspersen, and her husband, Finn
M.W. Caspersen, LL.B. ’66, a leading benefactor of the
Law School.

Christoph Wolff , formerly
Mason professor of music and
past dean of the Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences, is now
Adams University Professor. He
succeeds art historian John K.
Shearman, an expert on the Ital-
ian Renaissance.A scholar of sev-
enteenth- and eighteenth-century
music,Wolff is particularly known
for his recent definitive biography
of Johann Sebastian Bach, and for
helping to discover the musical
estate of Carl Philipp Emanuel
Bach in Ukrainian archives (see “Bach in the USSR,” Novem-
ber-December 1999, page 21). Wolff has chaired the music
department and served as curator of the music library. He re-
ferred to his graduate-school deanship, from 1992 to 2000, as
an eye-opening experience, and said that while he intended to
remain firmly grounded in music, “I feel encouraged to ex-
plore the possibility of cross-discipline activity in a more de-
termined way.”

Finally, Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, who left Harvard in
1998 to become master of Trinity College, Cambridge Univer-
sity, announced that he would step down and return to the
American Cambridge in January 2004, resuming his research
and teaching in economics and philosophy as Lamont Univer-
sity Professor. Sen is considered the world’s leading scholar of
welfare economics, and a powerful moral force who has ad-
dressed issues of poverty, famine, and class and gender inequal-
ity. In addition to his FAS affiliations, he has worked in Har-
vard’s Center for Population and Development Studies, with
which he has maintained adjunct and visiting appointments
since relocating to England. Sen was a Commencement speaker

in 2000, with poet and
fellow Nobelist Seamus
Heaney. Sen’s new col-
lection of essays, Ratio-
nality and Freedom, has
just been published by
Harvard University
Press.
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