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He acknowledges that balancing the ed-
ucational goals articulated by the Ivy pres-
idents with the competitive demands of a
Division 1 conference is not always easy.

“The key task,” he says, “is to make athlet-
ics something that promotes the growth
and development of the people who com-
pete,” while making athletics in general a
part of campus life.

In admissions decisions, says Orleans,
“when [colleges] are looking to construct a
freshman class, you look for people who
are multidimensional and committed, and
who will exploit the institution to its
fullest” by stepping outside their extracur-
ricular focus on sports. Academically and
in terms of community service, the record
of Harvard athletes, or any Ivy school’s
athletes, is “as good as the non-athletes’
record” on that score, he says. He notes
that athletic activity provides “discipline
and growth for people in ways that matter
throughout the rest of their lives, and if
they come with intelligence and passion
and perseverance as students, athletics
will benefit them in the same way that
dance and music and acting will.”

But Orleans also believes that athletics
o≠er a special benefit. “Every time you
compete, you take a big risk that you and
your teammates will perform at your ab-

solute best and yet lose, and be judged very
publicly not to have succeeded,” he says.
“In most other student activities, if every-
body does his or her best, even if the result
is not perfect, [the overall experience] is
judged to be competent. Maybe you hear a
false note, or see that a sentence gets
dropped going from page one to page four
of the Crimson, but as a whole, the perfor-
mance [was] competent and exciting, the
newspaper [was] competent and perhaps
provocative. But those wonderful women
on the Harvard hockey team played their
hearts out in Duluth, and what folks know
about them is that they didn’t win.

“And yet they learned from that. They
took a risk every time they played. Those
who are underclassmen are going to come
back next year and try even harder, and
those who are graduating are going to have
learned how to get up the next day and do
it again—as a group and in a way, I think,
that is di≠erent from any noncompetitive
activity. I think it is important to value
that activity—and the people who engage
in it—for educational reasons.”

�jonathan shaw
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On the morning of July 20,
1953, a week before the ar-
mistice that ended the Korean
War, Henry T. Dunker ’51 was

kneeling in a shallow trench in South
Korea, surveying a battlefield. “The bodies
of a number of [fellow] Marines
were strewn on the slopes of
the hill below the trench line,
where the Chinese had thrown
them,” he recalls. “The hill was
bathed in light....The green of
the Marines’ combat uniforms
contrasted sharply with the
light brown earth on which
[they lay]. There was very little,
if any, sound. Nor was any liv-
ing person to be seen on the hill
or near it.” 

This surreal, historic scene is one of
many eyewitness accounts in the class of
1951’s new book of memoirs, In the Nation’s
Service. Published through the Harvard
Alumni Association’s Class Reports Of-
fice, this rich text elucidates both those

formative years just out of college, and 
a complex period in American history.
“Many [classmates] mention their service
as having furthered their education—
through travel, knowledge of other cul-
tures, or simply in a forced maturing in

dealing with the world and
people outside of Harvard
Yard,” writes the book’s edi-
tor, classmate Richard Nen-
neman. “As a whole, the es-
says show the profound lack
of cynicism about govern-
ment that prevailed a half-
century ago.” To class mem-
bers, the concept of service
was still quite fresh, if not
alluring: World War II had
ended just 25 months before

A L U M N I

In Their Nation’s Service 
Men of the College class of 1951 share lessons learned while doing their duty.

Men’s Tennis
The netmen (15-6, 7-0 Ivy) clinched

the Ivy League championship for the

twenty-seventh time with a sweep of

Dartmouth at Beren Tennis Center. It

was the Crimson’s third sweep of the

year, but their first championship

since 2004.

Women’s Golf
The Harvard women’s golf team, top

ranked in the Northeast region, won

its first-ever Ivy League championship

this spring, besting defending cham-

pion Columbia by an impressive 10

strokes in a three-round tournament

at the Atlantic City Country Club.

Spring Sports Wrap

John Palladino learned
“simple lessons of life”
while in the army.
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they entered Harvard.
“Whatever our experience
before we came together,”
notes Charles Flood in the
prologue, “all of us under-
stood that tyranny had been
defeated only by a willing-
ness to serve in the massive
and dedicated e≠ort to de-
stroy it.”

In his entry, John Walcott
describes the battleground of
Pork Chop Hill. During one
brutal assault, Chinese sol-
diers “were tossing grenades
through the firing slits and
jumping into the trenches,
creating panic and confusion
while the main body of the
assault ran down their hill and up ours,”
he writes. “They just kept coming and
enough got through to overwhelm the de-
fenders…I never saw a live Chinese soldier
and that was good, because by the time
you did see one, it was dark, he was 10
feet away, and he was trying to kill you.”
A friend died in a subsequent counterat-
tack. For his part, John Palladino writes
that he learned “simple lessons of life”
while in the army—that “skin is water-
proof and that sleeping in a floating barge
with rats that ate the bindings of my
books…can be an adventure….I was
toughened and ready for the world, a
much more mature young man.” 

The book recognizes seven classmates
killed in action: six in Korea, including
Marine lieutenant Sherrod E. Skinner Jr.,
who was awarded a posthumous Medal
of Honor for throwing himself on a
grenade to protect his men; and one in a

terrorist attack. CIA o∞cer Richard
Welch was assassinated outside his home
in Athens in 1975 in an attack planned by
“a small band of Greeks angry about U.S.
support of the junta that ruled Greece
harshly for several years leading up to
1973,” writes Christopher May, Welch’s
roommate. The killers were finally caught
30 years later. 

A number of the 200 class members or
their survivors who contributed short es-
says never saw front-line combat in Kor-
ea. Some served military tours on domes-
tic soil, in Europe, Asia, or in the Middle
East, while others served as diplomats or
federal policymakers, or with nongovern-
mental organizations. Army veteran Fred-
erick S. Wyle held various posts in the
government, including service as deputy
assistant secretary of defense (1965-1969);
during that period,
he helped shape nu-

clear weapons policy with
NATO allies. Back then, he
writes, “it was the Europeans,
not the U.S., who wanted to
rely on the threat of nuclear
weapons to deter the Soviets
from any adventurous behav-
ior in Europe.” He credits
Robert McNamara (“leaving
aside his role in the ‘Vietnam
debacle’”) with convincing the
Europeans and NATO allies
that this reliance “was a bad
idea, since the consequences of
their use were so terrible and
unpredictable.”

Also active in the Kennedy
administration was William
R. Polk, who served on the

Policy Planning Council and worked in
Iran and Afghanistan. He writes: “The
shah once told me that I was the only
American o∞cial who spoke to him as an
adult, man to man, but he did not like the
message I brought—that if the military
grew rapidly and was not balanced by the
less glamorous, less favored countervail-
ing institutions such as the parliament,
the judiciary, and the free press, Iran
would sooner or later…be convulsed with
revolution.”

Richard W. Murphy spent his 34-year
State Department career focused on the
Middle East and the Arab-Israeli peace
process. In 1988, after Jordan’s King Hus-
sein renounced claims to the West Bank,
Murphy recalls that indirect phone nego-
tiations with Yasser Arafat, aimed at
opening a dialogue, left the Palestine Lib-

w w w . h a a . h a r v a r d . e d u

SET TO COMMENCE, the marshals of the College class of 2008
gathered with classmates for the Baccalaureate service
on Tuesday, June 3. They are (from left): first marshal
Alexander J. “AJ” Tennant, a government concentrator
from Swampscott, Massachusetts, and Winthrop House;
Aditi Mallick, a social studies concentrator from Fort
Lauderdale and Adams House; Karolis Balciunas, a 
psychology concentrator from Siaulia, Lithuania, and
Adams House; second marshal Firth M. McEachern, an
earth and planetary sciences/astronomy and astrophysics
concentrator, of Fort McMurray, Alberta, and Kirkland
House; Adam Goldenberg, a social studies concentrator
from Vancouver, British Columbia, and Winthrop
House; Lori M. Adelman, a social studies concentrator
from Galloway, New Jersey, and Dunster House; Joshua
C. Sharp, a government/Jewish studies concentrator,
from Needham, Massachusetts, and Dunster House; and
Marcus G. Miller, a mathematics concentrator from
South Orange, New Jersey, and Pforzheimer House.

William Perry ’51 (left) and 
William Wheeling ’50 pose with 
actresses from  their musical, Xanadu.
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eration Organization chairman saying un-
happily that he felt as though forced to do
a ‘strip tease.’ ”  

Other classmates’ government service
took more lighthearted forms. The army
assigned William P. Perry, a composer
and conductor fresh out of Harvard, to a
Berlin garrison where he organized
games, events, talent shows, and even co-
wrote (with William Wheeling ’50) a
Broadway-style musical called Xanadu,
about Marco Polo and Kublai Khan. It be-
came a hit that toured Europe for five
years. Most significant, he writes, was his
role as a VIP tour guide for Berlin, a city
he came to love, and where he now lives
part of each year, still composing and per-
forming music. 

Reading through the entries, it is clear
that nearly everyone was deeply a≠ected
by national service. Palladino, who found
maturity in wartime, is now a grandfa-
ther with newfound respect for the pain
his parents felt when he enlisted: “[N]ow,
in the Iraq blunder, I physically grieve for
the young men and women who are giv-
ing so much for a worthless and unneces-
sary war, especially with the maturity I
gained in Korea that taught me to ask the
hard questions based on history, religion,
and, above all, knowledge of the issues.”
For Nenneman, who died last year soon
after the book was published, the experi-
ence spawned a “lifelong fascination with
Europe” and a desire to see (preferably
non-military) national service required of
every American. 

And for Walcott, who witnessed terri-
ble carnage on Pork Chop Hill, the Korean
War is possibly “the noblest” post-World
War II conflict, despite his observation

that “A million served and thousands
were killed or wounded between June
1951 and July 1953, and nobody noticed.”
Last year, his great-niece and her middle-
school classmates celebrated Veterans Day
by writing thank-you letters to those who
had served. He received three calling him
a “hero” who had sacrificed to “keep our
country safe.” “Sometimes,”
concludes Walcott, “I even
believe it.”

�nell porter brown
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Centennial Medalists
The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Centen-

nial Medal, first awarded in 1989 on the occasion of

the school’s hundredth anniversary, honors alumni

who have made contributions to society that

emerged from their graduate study at Harvard. This

year’s honorands are, from left: “singular scholar” of

East Asian studies Ezra Vogel, Ph.D. ’58, Ford Research

Professor of the social sciences at Harvard; “arts ad-

vocate” Earl Powell III, Ph.D. ’74, director of the Na-

tional Gallery of Art; molecular biologist Susan

Lindquist, Ph.D. ’77, of MIT and the Whitehead Insti-

tute for Biomedical Research (see page 10); and 

“stellar astronomer” Frank Shu, Ph.D. ’68, now at UC,

San Diego. (For the full citations, see harvardmag.com/

go/centennial_medalists.)

Harvard Medalists
Three people received the Harvard Medal for outstanding ser-

vice, and were publicly honored by President Drew Faust during

the Harvard Alumni Association’s annual meeting on the after-

noon of Commencement day.

Susan L. Graham ’64—Past president of the Overseers and
elected director of the Harvard Alumni Association, pioneering profes-
sor of computer science at Berkeley, you have provided wise leader-
ship and counsel on alumni affairs, on the growing role of engineering
and technology, on the Radcliffe Insti-
tute for Advanced Study, and on the
governance of the University.

Richard M. Hunt, Ph.D. ’60—

Consummate celebrant of convoca-
tions and the happy observance of
Commencement, you welcomed the
world to Harvard as University Mar-
shal, educated students in European
history, and presided over these festival
rites with love and loyalty and rever-
ence for tradition now woven into the
fabric of the institution.

Stephen B. Kay ’56, M.B.A.

’58—Dedicated Overseer and distinguished graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Busi-
ness School, you have made a rare and lasting impact on the University through your valued
judgment, generosity, and wide-ranging and selfless service on behalf of education, public
health, and Harvard’s teaching hospitals.

Susan L. Graham

Richard M. Hunt Stephen B. Kay

And the Winners Are....
The names of the newly elected mem-
bers of the Board of Overseers and direc-
tors of the Harvard Alumni Association
(HAA) were announced at the associa-
tion’s annual meeting on the afternoon
of Commencement day. The 29,350 alum-
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