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 Fighting Disease in Situ

The public-health benefits of  

controlling fine-particle pollution 

vastly outweigh the costs.
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LIFE EXPECTANCY vs PM2.5

Particulate matter that is 2.5 microns or less in diameter (PM2.5), the kind 
emitted from smokestacks and tailpipes, is known to be especially harm-
ful. Reductions in such pollution lead to increased life expectancy. In Boston 
between 1980 and 2000, for example, as PM2.5 concentrations dropped from 
18 to 11 micrograms per cubic meter, local average life expectancy climbed 
four years. Of  that increase, four-tenths of  a year—or 10 percent of  the total 
gain—was attributable to improved air quality.
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A scanning electron 
microscope image reveals 
the porous nature of  a 
bioengineered disk where 
immune cells can reside 
and be programmed for 
vaccination.
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Villas by Linda Smith

301.229.4300 • www.jamaicavillas.com

“Once you’ve stayed in one of Linda’s 

staffed villas, you’ll never go back to 

another vacation style again.”
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Sophisticated travel 
for educated readers.

To advertise, contact 
gretchen_bostrom@harvard.edu,

617-496-6686 or www.ivymags.com
and reach 809,000 travelers.

We’re looking for 
professionals!
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“Dissing” Evolution
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