“Your wooden arm you hold outstretched
to shake with passers-by.”

N THE FALL OF 1973, Robert J. Kiely
60, his wife, Jana, and their three
young children moved into Adams
House, and he began a 26-year tenure
as master. Now Loker professor of English
emeritus, Kiely was asked by the House to
write recollections of those years, for post-
ing on the Adams website available to
students. He gave Primus a look.
“Early on I was informed that Ad-
ams House had traditions and what
some thought of as anti-traditions,
things that Adamsians did not do, such
as lock entry-doors...or wear bathing
suits in the swimming pool.” Among
the many traditions he recalls is the
reading of a chapter from Winnie the
Pooh at the Winter Feast. “Students
and members of the Senior Common
Room, solemn and unsmiling in for-
mal dress, paraded into the Dining
Hall, sat on stools, and gave a dramat-
ic reading of ‘Expotition to the North
Pole’ or ‘Pooh Sticks.”
Kiely cites a transformative event

in his first decade that “changed (for
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the better) life in the House for years to
come.” It “began one lunchtime when a
small group of students I thought I knew
well joined me. When others at the table
left, they began a bit shyly to explain
that they were gay and hoped to form a
student organization that would be rec-
ognized by the College and could hold
meetings in Adams House. When they
asked me to be one of their faculty advis-
ers, I was deeply touched by their trust.
(We have to try to remember that in the
Harvard of that time, homosexuality was
not part of the public conversation. When
mentioned, it was either on the sly or with
embarrassment. I recall a dean telling me
that he had heard there were gay students
at Adams and wondered if I wanted him
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to ‘do something about it.” I told him that
I never asked students about their sexu-
al orientation and, in any case, I did not
want anything to be ‘done about it.”) Over
the next year or two, these students and
their friends visited all the House mas-
ters and set up tables in all of the Houses
inviting anyone who wanted to sit with
them. It took courage. Some masters and
students cooperated; others did not.
One master told me that X House had
no gays. It was ‘an Adams House prob-
lem? That spring [ made a point to invite
the newly formed organization to come
with dates to the Waltz Evening, which
they did, women with women, men with
men. French Wall °83 and his date cut in
on my wife and me. When I found myself
waltzing with a tall handsome junior,
I asked, “Who should lead? I'll never
forget his answer. ‘You're the master!””
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SELL sIGNAL: When more than 30
percent of each year’s newly mint-
ed M.B.A.s of the Harvard Business
School take jobs related to the fi-
nancial markets, the stock market is
headed for a downturn, according to
the Harvard M.B.A. Indicator, com-
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piled for more than two decades by fi-
nancial consultant Ray Soifer, M.B.A.
’65, B *60, of Green Valley, Arizona.
In September, Barron’s reported, wor-
ryingly, that 37 to 38 percent of this
year’s class have taken market-sensi-
tive jobs, rising from 31 to 32 percent
last year. The magazine notes that
“the indicator is still below the record
41 percent achieved in 2008, a very
good year to have been short the stock
market.” ~PRIMUS V
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