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Commencement Highlights
From Class Day speeches to a run-through of Thursday’s events, harvardmagazine.
com brings you in-depth 2014 Commencement coverage.  

Mystical Poet and American Novelist Launch 
Commencement Week
Phi Beta Kappa Literary Exercises feature Donald Revell 
and Andrea Barrett. 
harvardmag.com/classday-14

Vivek Murthy: The “Vision and Values” of  Medicine 
The U.S. Surgeon General nominee speaks at the 
Harvard Medical School and School of Dental Medicine 
Class Day harvardmag.com/murthy

Sheryl Sandberg Preaches the Value of  Honesty
Sheryl Sandberg of Facebook and Lean In gave the 
Senior Class Day speech for 2014. 
harvardmag.com/sandberg-14
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Talks, and a Text
President drew faust and honorand 
Michael R. Bloomberg presented di&ering, 
yet complementary, views on the idea of a 
university and of universities’ ideas today. 
Faust reprised themes from her installation 
and Harvard Campaign addresses to outline 
the academy’s role in advancing discovery 
and meaning. Bloomberg focused less on 
that ideal than on perceived threats to it. 
There were plenty of lighter moments dur-
ing the week, too. And a seventieth-reunion 
class report anchored the enterprise of 
learning in its most human context, dating 
from World War II. For reports on all the 
principal addresses, visit www.harvard-
magazine.com/commencement.

Answers. Questions. Meaning.
President Faust set the stage for her remarks by 
summoning Tercentenary Theatre’s storied history, 
then turned to her current concern:

…our accountability to the future, be-
cause these obligations must be “our com-
pass to steer by,” our common purpose 
and our shared commitment. What does 
Harvard—what do universities—owe the 
future?

She detailed three answers to her own question:
First, we owe the world answers. 
Discovery is at the heart of what univer-

sities do. Universities engage faculty and 

students across a range of dis-
ciplines in seeking solutions 
to problems that may have 
seemed unsolvable, in endeav-
oring to answer questions 
that threaten to elude us. The 
scientific research undertaken 
today at Harvard, and tomor-
row by the students we edu-
cate, has a capacity to improve 
human lives in ways virtually 
unimaginable even a genera-
tion ago.

Second, she continued, “we owe 
the world questions.” She expanded:

Just as questions yield answers, an-
swers yield questions. Human beings may 
long for certainty, but, as Oliver Wendell 
Holmes put it, “certainty generally is illu-
sion, and repose is not the destiny of man.” 
Universities produce knowledge. They 
must also produce doubt. The pursuit of 
truth is restless. We search for answers 
…by finding the right questions—by an-
swering one question with another ques-
tion, by nurturing a state of mind that is 
flexible and alert, dissatisfied and imagi-
native.…In an essay in Harvard Magazine, 
one of today’s graduates, Cherone Duggan 
[a former Ledecky Undergraduate Fellow 
at the magazine], wrote about what she 
called seeking “an education of questions.” 

I hope we have indeed given her that.
Such questions, she said, “are also the foundation 

for a third obligation that we as a university owe the 
future: we owe the world meaning”:

Universities must nurture the ability to 
interpret, to make critical judgments, to 
dare to ask the biggest questions, the ones 
that reach well beyond the immediate and 
the instrumental.…

We find many of these questions in 
the humanities: What is good? What is 
just? How do we know what is true? But 
we find them in the sciences as well. Can 
there be any question more profound, 
more fundamental than to ask about the 
origins of the universe? How did we get 
here?

Questions like these can be unsettling, 
and they can make universities unsettling 
places. But that too is an essential part of 
what we owe the future—the promise 
to combat complacency, to challenge the 
present in order to prepare for what is to 
come. To shape the present in service of an 
uncertain and yet impatient future.

Tolerance and Freedom
Michael R. Bloomberg talked about the open ex-
change of diverse ideas—and threats he perceived 
to that bedrock value, of late in academia, and more 
generally in the nation’s politics. An edited version 
of his text appeared as a Bloomberg View the 
same afternoon, titled “Don’t Major in Intoler-
ance.” This excerpt comes from the first half of his 
argument.

Universities lie at the heart of the Amer-
ican experiment in democracy. They are 
places where people of all backgrounds 
and beliefs can come to study and debate 
their ideas freely and openly.…

Tolerance for other people’s ideas and the 
freedom to express your own are insepara-
ble values. Joined, they form a sacred trust 
that holds the basis of our democratic soci-
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“Well-Shampooed Squirrels”
I first came to Harvard Business School 13 
years ago. I remember the first few min-
utes after arriving on campus at Spangler. 
After confirming that…this truly was the 

“student center,” I…in-
spected the marble fire-
place near me, sat on a 
beautiful leather couch, 
put my feet on the fine-
ly crafted co&ee table, 
watched the well-sham-
pooed squirrels happily 

prance outside in the lawn, and told my-
self, “Yes, I think this should do just fine.”

Salman Kahn, M.B.A. ’03
Harvard Business School Class Day

Noble Professions
And now, with this diploma in hand, most 
of you will go on to the noblest pursuits, 
like helping a cable company acquire a 

telecom company. You will defend BP 
from birds. You will spend hours arguing 
that the well water was contaminated well 
before the fracking occurred. One of you 
will sort out the details of my pre-nup. A 
dozen of you will help me with my acri-
monious divorce.…

Let’s be honest: Harvard Law is the 
best of the Harvard graduate programs. 
I can say this—we’re among friends. 
The Business School is 
full of crooks. The Di-
vinity School is just a 
bunch of weird virgins. 
The School of Design is 
like European burnouts. 
And don’t get me started 
on the Kennedy School. 
What kind of degree 
do you get from there—public policy? 
Right—you mean a master’s in boring me 
to death at a dinner party? I’m sorry. Let’s 

just be honest.The Med School is just a 
bunch of nerdy Indians. I can say that!…
The rest of you are out of line. That’s ra-
cial—how dare you.

Mindy Kaling
Star of The O'ce and The Mindy Project

Harvard Law School Class Day

After You, Alphonse
Michael Bloomberg visited me in my of-
fice at the Radcli&e Institute a few weeks 
after I had been invited to serve as Har-
vard’s president—and he said that I was 
much taller than he had imagined.

President Drew Faust
The Honorands Dinner, Annenberg Hall 
(Their subsequent hug proved the point.)

When Drew makes a fundraising call on 
you, you have to say yes. I will tell you a 
quick story. One time, this was 10 years 
ago maybe, my mother was 98, something 
like that, and I talked to my mother every 
day, and I said, “Mother, what did you do 
today?” She said, “I didn’t go out—I had a 

ety. But that trust is perpetually vulnerable 
to the tyrannical tendencies of monarchs, 
mobs, and majorities. And lately, we have 
seen those tendencies manifest themselves 
too often, both on college campuses and in 
our society.…

Our union…rests on the union of…free-
dom and tolerance. And it is that union 
of values that the terrorists who attacked 
us found most threatening. To them, we 
were a God-less country. In fact, there is 
no country that protects the core of every 
faith and philosophy—free will—more 
than the United States.

That protection, however, 
rests upon our constant vigi-
lance.…to ensure that equality 
under the law means equality un-
der the law for everyone.…You 
may find my actions immoral 
or unjust, but attempting to re-
strict my freedoms, in ways that 
you would not restrict your own, 
leads only to injustice.

Throughout history, those in 
authority have tried to repress 
ideas that threaten their power, 
their religion, their ideology or 
their re-election chances.…

We cannot deny others the 
rights and privileges that we demand for 
ourselves; that is true in cities, and it is no 
less true at universities, where the forces 
of repression appear to be stronger now 
than they have been since the 1950s.…

In the 2012 presidential race, 96 percent 
of all campaign contributions from Ivy 
League faculty and employees went to 
Barack Obama. That statistic, drawn from 
Federal Election Commission data, should 
give us pause….When 96 percent of faculty 
donors prefer one candidate to another, 
you have to wonder whether students are 
being exposed to the diversity of views 

that a university should o&er.…
[T]he whole purpose of granting tenure 

to professors is to ensure that they feel free 
to conduct research on ideas that run afoul 
of university politics and societal norms. 
When tenure was created, it mostly pro-
tected liberals whose ideas ran up against 
conservative norms.

Today, if tenure is going to continue to 
exist, it must also protect conservatives 
whose ideas run up against liberal norms. 
Otherwise, university research will lose 
credibility. A liberal arts education must 
not be an education in the art of liberalism.

This spring, it has been disturbing to 
see a number of college commencement 
speakers withdraw, or have their invita-
tions rescinded, after protests from stu-
dents and—to me, shockingly—from se-
nior faculty and administrators.…

In each case, liberals silenced a voice…
they deemed politically objectionable.

As a former chairman of Johns Hopkins, 
I believe that a university’s obligation is 
not to teach students what to think, but to 
teach students how to think. And that re-
quires listening to the other side, weighing 
arguments without prejudging them, and 
determining whether the other side might 
actually make some fair points.
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visitor.” I said, “Who was that?” She said, 
“I don’t remember her name, but she was 
a very tall woman, and she talked about 
a scholarship in my father’s name at Har-
vard.” I knew exactly who it was, and I 
thought, “You really have to have a lot of 
guts to go on a fundraising call like that.” 
It was the most underhanded—and e!ec-
tive—call ever.

Michael R. Bloomberg, M.B.A. ’66, LL.D. ’14
The Chief Marshal’s Spread

Commencement Day

In Case Software Doesn’t Pan Out
Latin Salutatorian Timothy Barry-Hef-
fernan ’14, a mathematics concentrator 
who also studied computer science, is 
from nearby Hingham, Massachusetts, 
and resided in Winthrop House. His talk, 
De Septuagesima Secunda et Trecentesima Le-
gione (“On the 372nd Legion”)—something 
to do with the number of College classes 
since Harvard’s founding, adjusted for 
wars and other interruptions (or maybe 
it is the 373rd: oh, never mind)—obvi-

ously called out for a prop. 
Helmeted, he was quite 
a sight, pantomiming the 
basketballers’ shooting 
form: Et denique, in campo 
ludi canistri, adversarios dignos 
inusitatosque pugnavimus; sed 
sicut Ajax et Diomedes et Achil-
les arserunt in bello, ita Rivardus 
et Caseus et Currius Cincin-
natos illos straverunt! Mirabile 
visu! (“And, at last, on the 
basketball court, we fought worthy foes, 
whom we had never encountered; but 
just as Ajax, Diomedes, and Achilles raged 
in battle, so too did Rivard, Casey, and 
Curry lay low those men of Cincinnati! 
What a sight to behold!”) If his Hewlett-
Packard software gig gets stale, he might 
consider channeling the “King Tut”-era 
Steve Martin.

Harvard Names, Evolving
My personal connection to Harvard be-
gan back in 1964, when I graduated from 

Johns Hopkins and ma-
triculated here at the B 
School.…I’ve noticed a few 
things have changed since I 
was a student here. Elsie’s, 
a sandwich spot I used to 
love near the Square, is 
now a burrito shop. The 
Wursthaus, which had 
great beer and sausage, is 
now an “artisanal gastro 
pub,” whatever that is. And 

the old Holyoke Center is now named the 
Smith Campus Center. Don’t you just hate 
it when alumni put their names all over 
everything? I was thinking about that this 
morning as I walked into the Bloomberg 
Center on the Harvard Business School 
campus across the river.

Michael R. Bloomberg
Commencement afternoon address

(Baker Library| Bloomberg Center—the school’s 
renovated library, expanded with faculty o"ces—
is named in honor of Bloomberg’s father.)

If…students graduate with ears and 
minds closed, the university has failed 
both the student and society. If you want 
to know where that leads, look no further 
than Washington.

In Washington…the two parties decide…
questions not by engaging with one anoth-
er, but by trying to shout each other down, 
and by trying to repress and undermine 
research that runs counter to their ideolo-
gy. The more our universities emulate that 
model, the worse o& we will be.…

The Scribe Sums Up
Dan H. Fenn Jr. helped compile the College class 
of 1944’s first report in 1947, when they began on a 
three-year cycle (versus five years today); it opened 
with a dedication page listing the 30 classmates 
“who left the Yard to serve their country and their 
kind and gave their lives in the fulfillment of that 
great responsibility.” Sixty-seven years on, Fenn, 
still class secretary, submitted the class’s fifteenth 
reunion report. Taking stock of 70 years , he found:

Around 100 of us became lawyers, and of 
those perhaps a dozen were judges at vari-
ous levels. By contrast, well over 150 of us 
went into business, including many of our 
Ph.D.s…in various fields of research.…There 
were around 120 doctors…some dentists, 
and at least one veterinarian.

In the Harvard tradition, we had around 
20 ministers and just short of 100 profes-
sors and roughly 20 teachers….Around 35 
of us spent the bulk of our careers in gov-
ernment, with the CIA and the Foreign 
Service dominating. About a dozen of us 
were career military; nearly 20 spent their 
lives in nonprofit organizations.…

Many of us had several careers, some 
at the same time like the man who, while 

engaged in his business career, taught and 
played music professionally.… 

Five of us…won the Nobel Prize. That 
is really amazing…Phil Anderson, Merton 
Miller, George Saxton, Lloyd Shapley, and 
Bob Solow—can you believe it?

…[T]he term “paradigm shift”…came from 
one of our classmates in a seminal book on 
scientific revolutions.…We can boast of…the 
creator of the practice of daily intelligence 
briefings for presidents, at least two re-
nowned composers, a couple of boat build-
ers, a rancher, a baker, and a barber, the ar-
chitect of the Capitol…and a courageous key 
early leader of the Civil Rights movement.

We can talk about one of the nation’s 
first househusbands…several producers and 
publicists for Broadway shows, a notorious 
Manhattan Project spy…a leading judge of 
national, international, and Olympic figure 
skating…the editor of the International Her-
ald Tribune, a vintner in Switzerland, and a 
metallurgist with over 25 patents who is re-
sponsible for a great many of the items we 
use on earth and in space today….

In the meantime, we managed to pro-
duce perhaps 2,500 sons and daughters—
one of us had 14, another 11.

So, in the final analysis, I think we did 
all right!

Timothy Barry-Heffernan
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