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On October� 23, Henry Rosovsky con-
ducted the annual meeting of this maga-
zine’s Board of Incorporators and then, in 
accordance with the bylaws, concluded his 
tenure as president of Harvard Magazine 
Inc. That small transition marked the formal 
end of a towering career of service to the 
University. In his invaluable text, The Univer-
sity: An Owner’s Manual (1990), he intro-
duced himself this way:

I have the pleasure of presenting 
Mr. Henry Rosovsky, who is the 
Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyser Uni-
versity Professor at Harvard Uni-
versity. His title, quite a mouthful, 
is intended to be impressive, but do 
remember that universities are in-
stitutions that love hierarchies and 
distinctions at least as much as the 
military. He is also the former Dean 
of Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences, a post frequently described 
somewhat arrogantly in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts—alas, rarely else-
where—as “the best and most im-

portant academic job in 
America.”

He went on to summarize 
his education; battle experience at Berke-
ley; migration back to Harvard; further 
battle experience in an “academic Mu-
nich” at the University in the late 1960s; 
and subsequent drafting as FAS dean. He 
served as a Fellow of the Harvard Corpo-
ration. And so on.

Beyond the résumé, those privileged to 
have worked in proximity to Henry Roso-
vsky know him to be a scholar of high 
distinction; a broad thinker about the 
unique role and importance of research 
universities; an advocate for and embodi-
ment of their values; and—rarest still—a 
manager and leader of extraordinary skill. 
The stories told about him all illustrate his 
deft ability to define problems and think 
through solutions, and his subsequent 
selfless commitment to effecting them.

All those traits shone when FAS ad-
opted the undergraduate Core Curricu-
lum, one of the intellectual legacies of his 
deanship. Lillian Ross’s 1978 New Yorker 
profile of that work is titled, “An Educated 
Person.” The title alludes to the curricu-
lum, but its application to Rosovsky him-
self seems even more apt. Trained as an 
economist, he is most of all a humanist, and 
a champion at that: widely read, worldly, 
engaged by new people and ideas, judi-
cious and competent in every realm—and 
warm and funny.

The magazine is much the stronger for 
his leadership and guidance since 2006, 
a very turbulent period economically 
and in publishing. But that pales com-
pared to his service to Harvard, which 

began when he enrolled as a graduate 
student in the late 1940s. Henry 
Rosovsky has been one of the sig-

nal builders of the modern Uni-
versity, and one of the leading 
proponents of the idea of the 
university around the planet.

Two of his great partners in 
that work attended the Oc-

tober 23 meeting to celebrate what he has 
meant: Nitza Rosovsky, his life partner, 
whom he met 60 years ago; and President 
Derek Bok, with whom Rosovsky col-
laborated so effectively for so many years 
to the greater good of Harvard—and the 
wider world.

In speaking about their work together, 
President Bok related an essential story 
about his friend. He recalled learning, in 
1973, that FAS’s then dean, the redoubt-
able John Dunlop, was departing at once 
to join the Nixon administration—a 
shock, because the faculty was deeply di-
vided between liberals sympathetic to 
student complaints about Harvard and the 
wider world and conservatives outraged 
at their colleagues’ accommodation of the 
students. Both sides felt alienated from 
the administration, too. Only Dunlop, a 
seasoned labor negotiator, seemed able 
to keep the place together. But, Bok said, 
he conducted a search, asked Rosovsky to 
lead FAS, and prevailed despite “a few, 
rather flimsy” objections.

Why was it, he then asked, that Roso-
vsky was always sought after, and why did 
he always acquit himself so well, “evoking 
the most enthusiastic response” from 
those who had seen him in action—
whether his decisions were in their inter-
est or not?

Some years after the appointment, Bok 
continued, he was walking through Har-
vard Square when sociologist Laurence 
Wylie hailed him. “I just wanted to be the 
first to let you know that this morning, the 
liberal and conservative caucuses decided 
independently that they would disband,” 
Wylie told him. Why? Bok asked, puzzled 
by the happy news. Because, Wylie said, 
“All of us trust Henry.”

That remains an elemental truth, so we 
and many other members of this commu-
nity are delighted (and relieved) that Henry 
Rosovsky, freed from his formal responsi-
bilities, remains ever available for conversa-
tion—and the wisest counsel on offer.
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whole facility together (122,250 square 
feet); a cafeteria and lounges; and some 
retail space. Public access is envisioned to 
the cafeteria, part of the atrium, and audi-
torium (the latter on a scheduled basis), 
as well as the retail areas: about 20,000 

square feet of the total project.
Projected tenants include at least parts 

of SEAS’s applied mathematics, applied 
physics, computer and computational 
science, bioengineering, electrical engi-
neering, environmental science and engi-

neering, material science, and mechanical 
engineering groups. According to the reg-
ulatory submission, the project is designed 
to accommodate 360 faculty and staff 
members; 1,000 graduate students and re-
searchers; and 600 undergraduates daily.
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