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University People

Top Teachers...
The Faculty of Arts and
Sciences has conferred
five-year Harvard Col- s
lege Professorships—its
highest honor for under-
graduate teaching, advis-
ing, and mentoring—on
Amanda Claybaugh, Ze-
murray Stone Radcliffe
professor of English (see Harvard Por-
z trait, May-June 2012, page
2 42)—a previous winner
3 of the Graduate Student
g Council’s award for excel-
g lence in mentoring; Me-
g lissa Franklin, Mallinck-
8 rodt professor of physics
(see “Learning by Doing,”
May-June 2014, page 18);
Gongzalo Giribet, professor of organismic
and evolutionary biology; Marko Loncar,
Lin professor of electrical engineering—a
prior winner of the Undergraduate Coun-
cil’'s Levenson Memorial Teaching Prize;
and Tommie Shelby, Titcomb professor
of African and African American studies

and of philosophy.
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...and Other Outstanding Instructors

David Cox, assistant professor of molec-
ular and cellular biology
and of computer science,
and Lorgia Garcia-Pena,
assistant professor of Ro-
mance languages and lit-
eratures and of history
and literature, were hon-
ored with the Abramson
Award for outstanding
undergraduate teach-
ing and their sensitivity and accessibility
to undergraduates. The Undergraduate
Council’s Levenson Memorial Teaching
Prize was conferred on Oliver Knill, pre-
ceptor in mathematics; Anna Klales, pre-
ceptor in physics; and Stephen Rosen,

David
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OVERSEERS’ LEADERS: Scott A. Abell ’72, past president of the
Harvard Alumni Association, has been elected president of the Board
of Overseers for 2017-2018, and Tracy P. Palandjian’93, M.B.A. ’97, will
serve as vice chair of the executive committee. The service will
conclude their six-year terms as Overseers. They succeed Kenji
Yoshino ’91, and Nicole Parent Haughey ’93, respectively.
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Kaneb professor of national security and
military affairs. The council’s Marquand
Prize for exceptional advising and coun-
seling was conferred on
Gregory Bruich, lec-
turer on economics;
Avik Chatterjee, tu-
tor in Currier House;
and Gregg Peeples,
Allston Burr assistant
dean, Winthrop House.
The Graduate Student
Council’s Mendelsohn Excellence in Men-
toring Award was conferred on Garcia-
Pena (making her a two-time honorand);
Barbara Grosz, Higgins professor of natu-
ral sciences; Jerry Mitrovica, Baird pro-
fessor of science (featured in “The Plastic
Earth,” September-October 2016, page 46);
Ahmed Ragab, Watson associate profes-
sor of science and religion; and Xiaofei
Tian, professor of Chinese
o literature. Finally, Elena
% Kramer, Bussey professor
of organismic and evo-
lutionary biology (she is
also department chair and
% a Harvard College Profes-
sor), and Martin Nowak,
professor of mathematics
and of biology, received the Cox Prize for
Excellence in Science Teaching (which is
accompanied by a $10,000 personal award
and $40,000 in support for teaching and
research).
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Special Scientists
Faculty members newly elected to the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences include David
Charbonneau, professor of astronomy (see
Harvard Portrait, March-April 2008, page
57); Noam D. Elkies, professor of math-
ematics; David D. Ginty,
Lefler professor of neuro-
biology; Barbara B. Kahn,
Minot professor of medi-
cine; Ariel Pakes, Thom-
as professor of economics;
Madhu Sudan, McKay

professor of computer science; Rachel L.
Wilson, Martin Family professor of ba-
sic research in the field of neurobiology;
and Junying Yuan, Hay professor of cell
biology.

A Pulitzer Passel
Winners of Pulitzer Priz-
es this year include David
Fahrenthold ’oo, of The
Washington Post, for his cov-
erage of the presidential
election campaign; nov-
elist Colson Whitehead
o1, for The Underground
Railroad (read a full pro-
file, “A Literary Chame-
leon,” from the Septem-
ber-October 2016 issue,
page 32); Loeb associate
professor of the social
sciences Matthew Des-
mond, in nonfiction, for
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City
(profiled in “Disrupted Lives,” January-
February 2014, page 38);
composer Du Yun, Ph.D.
06, for Angel’s Bone; and,
o for their part in teams
 recognized for collabor-
3 ative work, David Sanger
8°82, of The New York Times,
in international reporting
for work on Vladimir Pu-
tin's projection of Russian power abroad,
and Peter Newbatt Smith ’83 and Rich-
ard P. Sia 75, staff members of the Interna-
tional Consortium of Investigative Journal-
ists, recognized for explanatory reporting
on the Panama Papers. Details and links
are available at harvardmagazine.com/
pulitzers-17.
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