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72 Hours in 
Harvard Square
A Harvard2  local business roundup

H A R V A R D  S Q U A R E D

t’s Commencement season, which 
means Cambridge is bustling with 
families, eager imminent graduates, 
and visiting alumni heading back 

to the old—or new, given all the exciting 
changes in the Square—neighborhood. 

Check into the Charles Hotel and enjoy 
plenty of goodies right outside your door: 
get a hot-stone massage at Corbu Salon & 
Spa, sip an al fresco cocktail at Noir, or eat 
handmade pasta at Benedetto. It’s the lat-
est from chef Michael Pagliarini, known for 
his cult-favorite Italian restaurant, Giulia, in 

Porter Square. Speaking of Porter Square: if 
you’d prefer to channel Paris, visit the Porter 
Square Hotel. It’s home to the brand-new 
French bistro Colette, serving vegetable tar-
tines and steak frites. For a more intimate 
stay, check into the Irving House bed and 
breakfast, where owner Rachael Solom offers 
morning treats like egg-and-cheese popovers 
and local jams.

After fortifying yourself, start browsing. 
Forty Winks has some of the best customer 
service in the city—pop in for super-soft 
loungewear, robes, and PJs. At Black Ink, 

stock up on goodies you never thought 
you needed, from brightly patterned  
omakase plates to Cambridge totes to 
cheeky greeting cards to send back home. 
If you’re looking for something to wear out 
on the town, slip into Mint Julep, known 
for fashion-forward finds. Splash out with 
a patterned jacket from Orla Kiely or a 
pastel A-line from Gal Meets Glam.

Clockwise from top right: Out of Town 
News; a shopper browses the racks at Mint 
Julep; a bowl of Benedetto’s bolognese at 
the Charles Hotel; assorted toys at Black 
Ink; Tatte Bakery’s pastry counterI
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These charming, well-located studio, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartment homes offer 
many up-to-date features while retaining vintage details such as hardwood fl oors and 
original moldings. Heat and hot water are included. Call Today! (617) 876-8600

(617) 876-8600  |  CHR-Apartments.com  |   @CambridgeCommunities  |   @Cambridge_CH
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The Best of Cambridge at Your Doorstep

Nearby public 
transportation 
provides 
easy access 
to Boston.
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St. Paul’s Choir School provides an extraordinary academic and musical experience 
that forms young men of achievement, integrity, service, and confi dence.

CONTACT US FOR OPENINGS (617) 868-8658

SAINT PAUL’S CHOIR SCHOOL    
29 mount auburn street  �  harvard square

617.868.8658  •  www.saintpaulschoirschool.us

EDUCATE &  ELEVATE

�oaring.

• Grades 3-8

• Teachers support the 
ways boys learn best

• Rooted in Catholic 
faith and values

• Graduates attend the Boston 
area’s strongest secondary schools

Got kids in tow? Stop first at the World’s 
Only Curious George Store, an indie shop 
jammed with toys, stuffed animals, and 
plenty of classic kiddie lit. Bonus: T-shirts 
in child and adult sizes depicting beloved 
storybook characters, including everyone’s 
favorite monkey. And don’t forget to duck 
into the Harvard Shop or the Coop for 
some on-brand regalia. 

For a family-friendly lunch, visit the 
brand-new Milk Bar and &pizza—if the 
lines aren’t too long, that is. Crowds flock 
to this New York export for cereal milk ice 
cream. The adjacent Washington, D.C.-
based &pizza is a kid’s dream, too. Top your 
pie with everything from ranch sauce to hon-
ey to eggs and bacon, cooked right in front of 
you, paired with plenty of house-made sodas. 

Craving something healthier or quieter? 
The Maharaja, on the second floor of the 
Crimson Galeria, serves an extensive lunch 
buffet with beautiful neighborhood views. 
Grab a seat next to a floor-to-ceiling window 
and relax. For Mediterranean bites, pop into 
Saloniki, inside the newly refurbished Rich-
ard A. and Susan F. Smith Campus Center. 
This fast-casual hideaway is new from Jody 
Adams, a neighborhood legend thanks to 
her beloved, sadly now closed, Rialto res-
taurant. This is a chance to try her food in 
a more casual setting—don’t miss the pita 
with pomegranate-glazed eggplant. 

If you’re in need of midday R&R, browse 
the Harvard Bookstore, grab a cup of coffee 
from Tatte Bakery and Café and lounge on 
Cambridge Common (tip: they’ve got lots of 
gluten-free baked goods), or visit Pyara, an 
Aveda salon, for a detoxifying seaweed body 
wrap or an aromatherapy massage. 

If you crave culture, visit two new exhib-
its at the Harvard Art Museums marking the 
Bauhaus centennial. “The Bauhaus and Har-
vard” showcases nearly 200 works by more than 
70 artists, drawn almost entirely from the Busch-
Reisinger Museum’s own extensive Bauhaus col-
lection. The complementary exhibition “Hans 
Arp’s Constellations II” features a newly restored, 
room-sized wall relief commissioned by Walter 
Gropius for the Harvard Graduate Center—the 
work’s first public viewing in 15 years.

As the sun sets, try Pammy’s, a Bon Appétit 
nominee for Best New Restaurant last year. 
It feels like a big, raucous dinner party, with 
long tables, friendly service, and succulent 
pasta—try the bucatini with shrimp and chili 
oil. Chef Chris Willis is a local, known for 

H A R V A R D  S Q U A R E D
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UpperWest is a casual neighborhood bar with classic cocktails, old world 
wines, tasty bites, and good vibes brought to you by owners Kim and 
Xavier. Located in the back entrance of 1 Cedar Street at Mass Ave in North 
Cambridge, it’s just a short walk from the Davis Square and Alewife T stops. 
617-714-5734 | Tuesday-Saturday 6pm-12am | upperwestcambridge.com
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shop local

Black Ink...what’s in store?

5 Brattle Street, Cambridge
101 Charles Street, Boston

www.BlackInkBoston.com

Thank you for shopping locally!

  After 18 years of running an independent retail 
business in Harvard Square, I have come to know and 
truly appreciate our community for their dedication 
to what this community means to us and to all the 
people we share it with. We share not only our space 
but experiences that are enriching. We independent 
business owners and our staff are here tending the 
daily operations, environment and culture that makes 
Harvard Square uniquely quirky, odd and AUTHENTIC. 
It takes dedication, hard work and lots of time. Thank 
you to our supporters for making this experience fun 
and frankly unparalleled. I’m encouraged to see so 
many speaking out about what we value before we lose 
any more ground to outside forces that seek to enrich 
themselves without understanding what our community 
values. Please continue to “vote” with your dollars - 
support the institutions that you believe in. Everyday 
decisions can determine the ability of a community to 
hold onto the experiences they treasure.”  

Peace, Susan Corcoran and the Black Ink Family

5 Brattle Street, Cambridge
101 Charles Street, Boston

“

”  

WEDDING INVITATIONS
& ANNOUNCEMENTS
FINE STATIONERY

& WRITING INSTRUMENTS
OFFICE & ART SUPPLIES

CARDS & GIFT WRAP

30 Brattle Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

617.547.1230
www.BobSlateStationer.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-6:30, Sun 12-5

H A R V A R D  S Q U A R E D

22 Holyoke Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

617-876-4900

127 Main Street
Andover, MA 01810
978-475-2252

www.theandovershop.com

• Fine Irish Linen Shirts • Lightweight Shirts, Polos, Khakis
• Seasonal Outerwear • Made to Measure

NEW 2019 
Spring/Summer Arrivals

his work at Rialto. If you miss it there, you’ll 
feel right at home here. 

For a group meal, head to Waypoint or 
Alden & Harlow. Both specialize in creative 
small plates from chef Michael Scelfo; Alden 
& Harlow’s savory corn pancake and burger 
are neighborhood mainstays. Then pop into 
Longfellow Bar, his remake of the Café Al-
giers space. It’s sad to lose a landmark, but 
Longfellow’s unusual snackable bites—crab 
Rangoon nachos, buttermilk fried sweet-
breads—soften the blow, especially when 
paired with orange wine.

Finally, close out the night with a show at 
the American Repertory Theater or with live 
music at the Sinclair. This spring, the A.R.T. 
stages the premiere of We Live in Cairo, a mu-
sical inspired by the young Egyptians who 
overthrew Hosni Mubarak in 2011 (see page 
16I). The Sinclair, meanwhile, hosts artists in-
cluding KT Tunstall and Eli “Paperboy” Reed. 
They’re also known for kid-friendly noontime 
events. Bring your littles to a miniature dance 
party, sound-tracked by hits from the Beatles 
and the Grateful Dead. It’s never too early to 
prepare them for Cambridge fun. 

v kara baskin 

TWO DISTINCT PROPERTIES 

ONE COOL NEIGHBORHOOD

1868 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE MA 02140 | 617-499-2998 | WWW.HOTEL1868.COM

1924 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE MA 02140 | 617-499-3399 | THEPORTERSQUAREHOTEL.COM
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shop local

Join Us!
Harvard Square is for everyone.

Help us fi ght to preserve 
and revitalize the Square. 

Key Work to date
• Helped to preserve the Kiosk 

(Out of Town News) 

• Helped to preserve 
the Abbot Building 

(home to Curious George)

• Advocacy for local businesses

• Community Engagement

We are a 501c3 organization

Join/donate: 
harvardsquareneighborhood.org

CAMBRIDGE OFFICE FOR TOURISM

P I C T U R E  Y O U R

CAMBRIDGEUSA.ORG

#picturecambridge

@CAMBRIDGEUSA

EVENTS

H A R V A R D  S Q U A R E D

36th Annual MayFair

The Music of The Beatles  
for Kids, The Sinclair

The Donkey Show, Oberon

Boston Calling, Harvard Stadium

368th Harvard Commencement

Patios in Bloom Kickoff

Jose Mateo Dance  
for World Community

Yoko Miwa Trio, Regattabar, 
Charles Hotel

12th Annual Make Music Harvard 
Square/Fete de la Musique

Beat Brew Hall Happy Hour, 
Monday-Friday 4-6pm

5/5

5/12

5/4-6/29

5/24-5/26

5/30

5/31

6/3-8

6/7

6/22

5/1-6/30

View more Harvard Square events:
www.harvardsquare.com
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