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C
OMMENCEMENT WEEK �includes 
addresses by President Lawrence 
S. Bacow and Chancellor Angela 
D. Merkel of Germany. For details 

and updates on event speakers, visit har-
vardmagazine.com/commencement.

* * *
TUESDAY, MAY 28
Phi Beta Kappa Exercises, at 11, with a 
guest poet and orator. Memorial Hall.

Baccalaureate Service for the Class of 
2019, at 2, Memorial Church, followed by 
class photo, at 3:30, Tercentenary Theatre.

Class of 2019 Family Reception, at 5. 
Tickets required. Science Center plaza.

Harvard Extension School Annual Com-
mencement Banquet, 6-9:30. Tickets re-
quired. Annenberg Hall.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
ROTC Commissioning Ceremony, at 10:30, 
with President Bacow and General Mark A. 
Milley, Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, and 
nominated chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Tercentenary Theatre.

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health Convocation at 11, with Cecile Rich-
ards, former president of the Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America, and author of 
Make Trouble. HMS Quad.

Senior Class Day Picnic, at noon. Tickets 
required. The Old Yard.

Senior Class Day Exercises, at 2, with 
the Harvard and Ivy Orations, remarks 
by incoming Harvard Alumni Associa-
tion president Alice Hill ’81, Ph.D. ’91, and 
a guest speaker. Tickets required. Tercen-
tenary Theatre.

Harvard Kennedy School Graduation 

Harvard University’s 368th  
Commencement Exercises 

Thursday, May 30, 2019

commencement.harvard.edu 

Since 1642, with just nine graduating students, Harvard’s Commencement Exercises 
have brought together the community unlike any other tradition still observed in the 
University. Degree candidates with family and friends, faculty and administrators who 
supported them, and alumni from around the world are anticipated to participate in our 
368th Commencement Exercises this spring. To accommodate the increasing number 
of people planning to attend, we ask that any interested readers carefully review the 
guidelines governing ticketing, regalia, security precautions, and other important details, 
which are available online at https://commencement.harvard.edu/ticket-information.

 Commencement Day Overview
The Morning Exercises begin when the academic procession is seated in Tercen-
tenary Theatre. Three student orators deliver addresses, and the dean of each School 
introduces the candidates for their respective degrees, which the president then con-
fers. Toward the conclusion of the ceremony the graduating seniors are asked to rise, 
and their degrees are conferred on them as a group by the president. Honorary Degrees 
are then conferred before the Exercises are adjourned.
 
Diploma-granting Ceremonies and Luncheons: Graduates and their guests 
return to their respective undergraduate Houses or graduate and professional Schools. 
Harvard and Radcliffe College alumni/ae who have celebrated their 50th Reunion are 
invited to join the Tree Spread luncheon, Harvard and Radcliffe Reunions gather for 
class-based luncheons, while all other alumni may pre-purchase tickets for boxed 
lunches at the Alumni Spread in Harvard Yard.
 
THE AFTERNOON PROGRAM features an address by Harvard President Lawrence S. 
Bacow and the Commencement speaker, Chancellor Angela Merkel. Officially called 
the Annual Meeting of the Harvard Alumni Association, this program includes the 
Overseer and HAA director election results, presentations of the Harvard Medals, 
and remarks by the HAA president.

—The Harvard Commencement Office and The Harvard Alumni Association

The Week’s Events
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77 Avenue Louis Pasteur

Boston, MA 02115

617-432-8992

theconfcenter.hms.harvard.edu

Research the possibilities...

THE JOSEPH B. MARTIN 
Conference Center

AT HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

Host your next event in the contemporary 
New Research Building at Harvard Medical School. 

• Distinctive conference center in a unique location

• Elegant Rotunda Room with views of the Boston skyline

• State of the art amphitheater with seating for up to 480

• Catering provided by 

Harvard
Medical
School

• JULIA ZHOGINA PHOTOGRAPHY

Address, at 2, by Juan Manuel Santos, for-
mer president of the Republic of Colombia 
and Nobel peace laureate. JFK Memorial 
Park.

Law School Class Day, 2:30, with Roberta 
A. Kaplan ’88, founding partner at Kaplan 
Hecker & Fink and author of Then Comes 
Marriage: United States v. Windsor and the 
Defeat of DOMA. Holmes Field.

Business School Class Day Ceremony, 

2:30, with former New York City mayor Mi-
chael R. Bloomberg, M.B.A. ’66, LL.D. ’14, 
founder of Bloomberg LP and Bloomberg 
Philanthropies. Baker Lawn.

Graduate School of Design Class Day, 
at 3:30, with Vidal professor of the prac-
tice of creative writing Teju Cole. Gund 
Hall lawn.

Divinity School Multireligious Com-
mencement Service for the Class of 2019 
at 3:30. Memorial Church. 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
Dudley House Faculty Deans’ Reception, 
4-6. Lehman Hall.

Faculty Deans’ Receptions for seniors 
and guests, at 5. Undergraduate Houses.

Harvard University Band, Harvard Glee 
Club, and Radcliffe Choral Society Con-
cert, at 8. Tercentenary Theatre.

THURSDAY, MAY 30
Commencement Day. Gates open at 6:45.

Academic Procession, 8:50. The Old Yard.
The 368th Commencement Exercises, 

9:45 (concluding at 11:30). Tickets required. 
Tercentenary Theatre.

All Alumni Spread, 11:30. Tickets re-

quired. The Old 
Yard.

The Tree Spread, 
for the College 
classes through 
1968, 11:30. Tickets 
required. Holden 
Quadrangle.

Graduate Schools 
Diploma Ceremo-
nies, from 11:30. 
GSAS Luncheon 
and Reception, 
12 to 3. Tickets re-
quired. Behind Per-
kins Hall.

College Diploma Presentation Ceremo-
nies and Luncheons, at noon. Undergradu-
ate Houses.

Alumni Procession, 1:45. The Old Yard.
The Annual Meeting of the Harvard 

Alumni Association (HAA): The Com-
mencement Afternoon Program, 2:30 (con-
cluding at 4:15), includes remarks by HAA 
president Margaret M. Wang ’09, President 
Bacow, and Commencement speaker Angela 
D. Merkel; Overseer and HAA director elec-
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RICH IN TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH 
CHIC CONTEMPORARY DETAIL
298 HARVARD ST., CAMBRIDGE

Impeccably renovated in 2010. 2+ bedrooms 
and 2 ½ bathrooms. Separate guest room and 
bath. Generous rooms with sunny exposure. 
Private patio. State of the art systems. Covered 
parking plus a storage room. Ideal location 
between Harvard and Central Squares 
convenient to transportation, shops, restaurants, 
the universities. Exclusively Offered - $1,275,000

W W W.BARBAR ACUR R IER.COM

T H E  C U R R I E R  T E A M 

Coldwell Banker

171 Huron Ave, Cambridge, MA 

Call or text 617.593.7070 

barbaracurrier50@gmail.com    

BARBARA CURRIER • RICHARD CURRIER • RYAN FERRO

2019 Commencement & Reunion Guide
Go to: harvardmagazine.com/commencement
for a complete schedule and live coverage of events.

brought to you online by

Not a bank. A benefit.

tion results; and Harvard Medal presenta-
tions. Tercentenary Theatre.

Medical and Dental Schools Class Day 
Ceremony. Ticketed luncheon at noon, 
followed by a speech, at 2, by pediatrician 
Mona Hanna-Attisha, founder and direc-
tor of the Michigan State University and 
Hurley Children’s Hospital Pediatric Public 
Health Initiative. HMS Quad.

FRIDAY, MAY 31
Radcliffe Day 10 a.m. panel discussion, 
“Nourishing America: Exploring the Inter-
section of Food and Justice,” moderated by 
journalist Soledad O’Brien ’88, with Sara Ble-
ich, professor of public health policy and 

Pforzheimer professor of the Radcliffe In-
stitute for Advanced Study; Jennifer Gor-
don ’87, J.D. ’92, professor of law at Fordham 
University School of Law; Frances Moore 
Lappé, writer and activist; Daniel A. Sum-
ner, Buck Distin-
guished Professor 
of agricultural and 
resource economics 
at UC, Davis; and 
Alice Waters, the 
chef, food activist, 
and founder/own-
er of Chez Panisse.

During the sub-
sequent luncheon 
(12:30-2), the civil-
rights activist Do-
lores Huerta, who 
with Cesar Chavez 
founded what be-
came the United 
Farm Workers of 
America, is to re-
ceive the 2019 Rad-
cliffe Medal. Tick-
ets are required; 

events will also be webcast live at radcliffe.
harvard.edu.

For updates on Commencement week 
and related activities, visit commence-
ment.harvard.edu.
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Angela D. 
Merkel
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