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uity,” coinciding with the beginning of a
new iteration of the Association of American Universities’ sexual-conduct climate
survey. University officials spoke during
events at Smith Campus Center. A celebrity panel at Memorial Church—focusing
on popular culture, advertising, and consumerism, according to a University announcement—featured actress and transgender-awareness advocate Laverne Cox.

Equity, Diversity, Inclusion:
The College
The College announced that it has merged
its office of equity, diversity, and inclusion
with the Harvard Foundation for Intercultural and Race Relations (long led by the
late S. Allen Counter). The new unit will
report to an associate dean for inclusion
and belonging who is “charged with ensuring that our programs and services are
responsive to the changing demographics
and needs” of undergraduates, once that vacancy is filled. That officer will also oversee
the Title IX office, office of BGLTQ student
life, and women’s center.…The foundation’s
artist of the year, recognized at the Cultural
Rhythms festival in March, was writer and
transgender activist Janet Mock.…The College has also organized a Working Group
on Symbols and Spaces of Engagement, under professor of Indo-Muslim and Islamic
religion and cultures Ali Asani; it will examine campus spaces, symbols, and pro-

gramming to “advance an inclusive learning environment,” according to its charge.

Nota Bene
Applications—and costs—increase. The
College received 43,330 applications to
the class of 2023, up 1.4 percent from the
prior year, and admitted 1,950. Before taking financial aid into account, the hopefuls
face a higher sticker price for the privilege:
the term bill will be $69,607, up 3 percent
from $67,580 in the current academic year.
Peer schools reported receiving more applicants, too—and also breached the
$70,000 barrier with tuition, room, board,
and fees for 2019-2020 reaching $72,100 at
Yale and comparable levels at Cornell and
elsewhere. Details are available at harvardmag.com/2023admits-19.
Middlebury Divests. In January, Middlebury College adopted its Energy2028
plan, envisioning a complete transition
to renewable energy for campus electricity and thermal power by that year; a 25
percent reduction in campus energy consumption; progressive divestment of endowment fossil-fuel investments (eliminating them within 15 years, thus reversing
the decision not to divest made in 2013);
and enhanced educational opportunities
for its entire community.
Balancing the medical books. Harvard
Medical School dean George Q.
Daley disclosed in his state of
the school address that its sale
of a long-term leasehold interest in 4 Blackfan Circle, effected
last year for $272.5 million (see
News Briefs, September-October 2018, page 21), had enabled
HMS to pay off more than half
its debt, “improving cash flow
and moving the school toward
a balanced budget.” Details

(on debt remaining, other
uses of the proceeds—to
augment the endowment
or support research, perhaps—or prospective improvements in operating
results) have not yet been George Q.
Daley
forthcoming.
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Beyond a lifetime of giving. David Rockefeller ’36, G ’37, LL.D. ’69, a towering University citizen, launched the eponymous
center for Latin American studies and, in
2008, made a $100-million gift to fund study
abroad and equip the Harvard Art Museums with student study centers (see harvardmag.com/drclas-08). His support for
his most cherished institutions lasted beyond his death in 2017. The proceeds from
the estate sale of his collections produced
additional bequests, including $200 million-plus to the Museum of Modern Art,
which named its directorship in his honor.
Harvard has received a further sum, too—
likely benefiting undergraduate education
and his other interests (details were not
yet available at this issue went to press).
Dining on high. The Heights, the tenthfloor restaurant at the Smith Campus
Center, began lunch service on March 4,
followed by lounge/cocktail service (until midnight) as of March 26, with dinner
service to follow.
Miscellany. Stipends for Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences students will be increased 3 percent during the 2019-2020
academic year.…Deerfield Management
has committed $100 million to invest in the
commercial development of biomedical
and life-sciences inventions from Harvard
laboratories; the Office of Technology Development (see “Accelerating Innovation,”
March-April, page 18) represented the University in organizing the partnership.

RENEWING ADAMS HOUSE: Plans for the renovation, shared with the
community in February, point to better sleeping quarters and common
rooms for the 450 resident undergraduates; enhanced student-activity
spaces; better ways to connect the House’s six disparate buildings,
trisected by city streets; enlarged dining areas; a fully functional, modernized Pool Theater (at left); and a proposed “loft,” subject to Cambridge
approval, created by raising the roof over the dining hall, yielding a flexible,
multipurpose facility for student and House use. Given the complex
program and tight quarters, construction will be in three phases, extending from this June through the summer of 2023. More information, and
further plans, appear at harvardmag.com/adams-redo-19.
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