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adds, “the not knowing? I mean, we’re con-
tinuously surrounded by experts telling 
us the names of everything all the time. But 
turn off the constant narration? Then you 
find that everywhere you look, you’re dis-
covering things, and going into this zone 
where you’re seeing every single little thing 
that occurs. Like the behaviors of this fly. 
Or of ants.”

Those “little things” are captured by his 
more than 500 photographs in National Geo-
graphic. He’s also given countless lectures 
and written 120 scientific journal and mag-
azine articles chronicling his exploits and 
biological observations during the last 30 
years. A few of those years were spent scal-
ing the tallest trees in more than 40 coun-
tries to examine orchids, bats, orangutans, 

and other canopy-dwelling creatures for 
his first book, The High Frontier: Exploring the 
Tropical Rainforest Canopy (1993). Face to Face 
with Frogs (2008) also featured his photo-
graphs, as did the fascinating and critically 
acclaimed Adventures among Ants: A Global Sa-
fari with a Cast of Trillions (2010). Moffett built 
on that knowledge for his newest book,The 
Human Swarm: How Societies Arise, Thrive, and Fail 

Overseer and HAA  
Director Candidates

This spring,  alumni can vote—using ei-
ther a new online balloting site or the tra-
ditional paper, mail-in, ballot—for new 
Harvard Overseers and Harvard Alum-
ni Association (HAA) elected directors. 
Email notifications about the new elec-
tronic-voting option and website link 
were sent April 3, when the paper ballots 
were also mailed. Votes must be received 
by 5 p.m. EDT on May 21 to be counted. 
All holders of Harvard degrees, except 
Corporation members and officers of in-
struction and government, are entitled to 
vote for Overseer candidates. The election 

for HAA directors is open to all Harvard 
degree-holders.

The HAA Nominating Committee has 
proposed the following candidates in 
2019.*

For Overseer (six-year term):
Danguole Spakevicius Altman ’81, 

Houston. Founder, Vapogenix Inc.
Alice Hm Chen, M.P.H. ’01, Berkeley. 

Chief medical officer and deputy director, 
San Francisco Health Network 

Scott C. Collins ’87, J.D. ’90, Boston. 
Managing director and COO, Summit 
Partners

Janet Echelman ’87, Brookline, Massa-
chusetts. Visual artist, Studio Echelman 

Vivian Hunt ’89, M.B.A. ’95, D.B.E., 
London. Managing partner, U.K. and Ire-
land, McKinsey & Company, Inc.

Tyler Jacks ’83, Cambridge. Direc-
tor, Koch Institute for Integrative Can-
cer Research, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

John B. King Jr. ’96 (’95), Washington, 
D.C. President and CEO, The Education 
Trust

Reshma Saujani, M.P.P. ’99, New York 
City. Founder and CEO, Girls Who Code

Ryan Wise, Ed.L.D. ’13, Des Moines. 
Director, Iowa Department of Education

For elected director (three-year term) 
George C. Alex ’81, Cohasset, Massa-

chusetts. CEO, Twin Oaks Capital
Bryan C. Barnhill II ’08, Detroit. City 

manager, City Solutions, Ford Smart 
Mobility 

Ethel Billie Branch ’01, J.D.-M.P.P ’08, 
Window Rock, Arizona. Attorney general, 
The Navajo Nation

Salomé Cisnal de Ugarte, LL.M. ’94, 
Brussels. Managing partner, Hogan Lovells

Adrienne E. Dominguez ’90, Dallas. 
Partner, intellectual property, Thompson 
& Knight LLP

Michael J. Gaw ’90, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia. Assistant director, division of trading 
and markets, U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission

Christina Lewis ’02, New York City. 
Founder and CEO, All Star Code

Zandile H. Moyo ’00, Indian Springs, 
Alabama. Consultant, strategy and finan-
cial advisory services

Derek C.M. van Bever, M.B.A. ’88, 
M.Div. ’11, Cambridge. Senior lecturer and 
director of the Forum for Growth & Inno-
vation, Harvard Business School

*The HAA Nominating Committee has nomi-
nated nine candidates for Overseer, rather than 
the usual eight. This reflects an additional va-
cancy on the board created by the departure of 
James Hildreth ’79, who has stepped down in 
light of other professional obligations.
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